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- a i z -
ST]MMARYT
T h i s  b o o k  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  a n  u r b a n  h i s t o r y  o f  G r o n i n g e n  a r o u n d  1 ! O O .
Acco rd ing  t o  t he  t heo ry  o f  t he  u rban  h i s t o r y  t he  c i t y  i s  seen  as  a  mu l t i f unc t i ona l
( ' * l r L r a l  p f a c e ,  a  p o i n t  o f  c o n c e n L n a L i o n  o f  e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i a l ,  c u f t . u r a l -  a n d  p o l i L i e a l
ac t i v i t i e s .  W i t h i n  a  r educed  a fea  t he re  i s  an  accumu la t i on  o f  p roduc t i on  o f  goods
a : t d  s e r v i c e s ,  p e o p l e ,  c u l t u r a l  i n n o v a t i o n  a n d  o f  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  p o l d e r .  I n  t h i s
set tse urbanizat ion neans the concentrat ion of  centra l  funct ions in centra l  p laces.
T l r i s  t h c o r v  i s  e v n l r ) a t e d  i n  c l r a n l o n  l .  T h i c  e h A n i - A r  a l s o  i r r e  I r r d c s  a  d e q e r i r , -c r  q  v E r u r  r t
t . o n  o l -  t h e  d e v e l o p n l e n t  o f  C r o n i n g e n ' s  c e n t . r a f  p o s i L i o r )  s j n c e  t h e  M i d d t e  A g e s .  D L r e
t o  i t s  s i t u a t i o n  - l n  L h e  p e r i p h e r a l  p a r l s  o f  t h e  G e | r n a n  E n p i r e ,  t . h e  c i f y  a t t a i n e d  r r r
a lmos t  i ndependen t  s t a tus  and  ex tended  i t s  power  ove r  t he  su r round ing  coun t r ys i de :
l l r e  " 0 m m e l a n d e n " .  D u r i n g  L h e  D u L c h  r e v o l t  t h e  c i t y  w a s  i n c o r p o n a L e d  i n  t h e  D u t c h
[ , - p u b l i c  a n d  j n f o r m a l 1 y  l o s u  a  g n e a t  p a n L  o f  i t . s  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  r d a s
r . n i n f o r e c d  h v  t h e  E ' n a n n h  ^ ^ ^ ! , h o + r ' ^ ^  a n r l  t h a  l - n r r n r l i n o  ^ f  t h e  K i n e d o m  o l  t h e
Nctherfands.  Groningen became a rather per ipheral  Dutch c i ty .  But  in the course of
t he  n i ne teen th  cen tu r y  G ron ingen  ga ined  more  impo rLance  i n  t he  Du tch  economy  and
a f r t i n o d  a  h i o h  n r n l z  i n  f h o  c r ' f v  e r T e f o m
In the next  chapters some of  these funct ions and act iv i t i t ies ment ioned above
arc anal-ysed for  the per iod between 1870 and 1914. This is  done by a reconstruct ion
o f  t he  soc ia l  s t r uc t . u re .  t he  m ig ra t i on  movenen t  and  an  ana l ys i s  o f  some  aspec t s  o f
t h e  s o c i a l  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  ( h o u s i n g ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ) ,  t h e  e c o n o m i c  s t r u c t u r e  a n d
l a f l l ' t s  o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c  i n f r a s l  r " u c t u r e  ( t n a l l i c .  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s ) ,
F i r s t  o f  a l l  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u f e  i s  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  ( c h a p t e r  2 ) ,  T h i s  i s  d o n e
h v  a  s a m n l e  f  a l , c n  l " n o m  t l r e  r ' ( ' s i s l e n  e o m b i n e d  u i L h  a d d i t i o n a l  . l a f  a  c o n e e r n i n p '  h n r r . -
i n g  a n d  i n c o m e .  T h e  r e s u L t  i s  a  t h r e e  1 e v e 1  s t r a t l f i c a t i o n ,  e a c h  w i t h  t w o
subd i v i s i ons :
I  r r n n o r  n l r q q  r  f h o  o l  i r a .  h  h i s h  h n r
-  _  J r g e o l s r e .
2 .  m idd le  c f ass  a .  me rchan t s .  t eache rs .  sma l f  manu fac tu re r s
b .  shopkeepe rs ,  c i v i l  se r van t s .
l .  l owe r  c l ass  a .  a r t i sans ,  sma11  shopkeepe rs
b .  l abou re rs ,  se r van t s .
The  i ncome  d i s t r i bu t i on  p roved  t o  be  t he  bes t  va r i ab le  t o  d i s t i ngu i sh  be tween  so -
c i a l  c l a s s e s .  T h e r e  \ , t a s  a  f i r m  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h a t  v a r i a b f e  a n d  t h o s e
n n n n o n n i n o  h n r r c i n o
S p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  i s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  e l i t e  ( i n c o m e  )  h f l .  4 0 0 0 ) .  T h i s  e f i t e  w a s
t r a i n l y  b o r n  j n  t . h e  c i l y  j L s e l f  o r  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  G r o n i n g e n .  A b o u t  4 0 %  o f  t h e
e l i t e  \ das  unemp loyed .  They  ma in l y  l i ved  on  ren t s .  A round  1900  t he re  v ras  a  l i t t f e
r i se  i n  t he  pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f  f ac to r y -  and  bus iness -owne rs  and  banke rs  among  t he
e l . i L e .  T h i s  w a s  a l s o  L h e  c a s e  i n  t h e  s u p e r e l i u e  ( i n c o m e  >  h f I .  8 0 0 0 ) .  w h i c h  c o n -
s i s t ed  o f  6 f  peop le  i n  1870  and  164  i n  1 , ! 10 .  W i t h i n  t h i s  g roup  t he re  was  a l so  an
inc reas ing  pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f  p ro fesso rs  o f  t he  un i vens i t y  o f  C ron ingen .  Among  o t l ) e r s
the  supe re l i t e  cons i s t ed  o f  a  r a the r  l a rge  number  o f  nob lemen .  The  nob lemen  m ixed
w i t h  t he  neh , l y  r j ch  i n  occupa t i ons  and  soc ia f  f i f e ,  bu t  t hey  d i d  noL  mar r y  t hem.
The focal  e l i te dominated the munic ipal i ty .  There were twelve fami l ies who had
a  con t i nua l  appea rance  i n  t he  mun i c i pa l  co rpo ra t i on .  R i ch  immig ran t s  l ve re  ha rd l y
ever a l lowed in the c i ty-counci l ;  part icular ly  foreign businessmen were excfuded.
Soc ia l  mob i l i t y  was  a t  a  h i gh  1eve1  i n  t he  seven t i es .  Abou t  1 ,6% o f  t he  heads
o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d s  r e a c h e d  a  h i g h e r  s t r a t u m .  A f t e r  I 9 O O  2 2 . 5 %  S o L  h i g h e r  u p .
Tl ' rere was hardly any mobi l iLy in the ninet ies due Lo Lhe agrar ian depression.  This
* t ranslated by Mar jo le in Bakker en Harro van Delden.
L  - ^ r ,  t r L  +L  r  L < 5 r r d
s e c t o r .
Changes  i :
1870  and  1910  r
c h a p t e r  I  t h e s
Ravens te i n ,  Tho
h y p o t h e s e s  w i c
s tay ;  2 .  g roups
i  n q  ^ h q i  a .  I a e
comb ined .
A s  a  r e s u
a h ^ f r  d i c f a n ^ 6
h ie ra r ch i caL  s t
s ingle.  NIen mov
F ron  t he  i
I  h o  n n r  r n  i  r . r r e  i  d o
Groningen i rnmig
Dur ing the
t h e  h i e r a r c h i c
N o r ' j - h o n n  n o o i n n
Two phenom
a  )  M ig ra t i o l )
d e p r e s s i o n  -  a
ne ighbou r i ng  mu
b )  I t  i s  i u p o
A l n o s t  h a l f  o f
n o s t  o f  t h e m  a
peopJ-e returned
a l s o  w a s  l e m i g
o D e  w a s  b o r n ,
A n r s t e r d a n  t o  C
-Lef t  Appingedam
T h e  p o p u l r
l c l a t i on  w i  t h  t .
w e r e  n e e d e d ,  p
them.  The  i ' o f t r r
Fo r t una te l y  t he
So tow: ' ip lat
q ,  1 n  f n e  I 1 1 I - s
Hague uas r :ngagr
o f  t i ' r e  u p p e r  t
o f  s i g h t  o 1 ' t h e
bu i l d i ng  regu la
fandowner-s who I
L i t t l e  w a :
l o r re r  s t l a t a .  T l
b 1 '  t h e  f o c a f
p1  r i  I  an th rop i  ca1
n o t  e i d n i t  g e n L l
one  co rpo fa t i on
slnce t -hr :  labor. r :
B1r t-he hion:
N i i t - i ona r l  Go r , ' e r -
J  .  H .  I h r l o c k  H o u r
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h l n r q h f  e f a q n a i  i n n  i n  I  h a  l ^ . a  I  a n n n n m r r  u r h i r h  d o n a n d o d  l a n o ' a l r r  n n  f h a  q o n a n i c n
sec tor  ,
C'hanges in the socia l  s t ructure in some way hTere caused by migrat ion.  Bet \ , i leer)
1 B l 0  a u d  1 9 t O  t h e n e  w a s  a l m o s t  a s  n r u c h  e m i g n a t i o n  a s  L h e r e  w a s  i m m i g r a t i o n .  I n
e h 2 n l p n  ?  f h o c o  n l r o n n m e n a  a r o  r n r l r z q o d  u r i l h  l h a  h p l n  n f  f h o n r i o c  a c  f n n m r r l o f a d  h r r
R a v e n s t e i n ,  T h o m a s ,  L e e ,  S c o u f f e r  a r r d  o t h e r s .  F r o m  t l ) e s e  t : h e o r i e s  T  d e r i v e d  1 - !
h y p o t h e s e s  v y i c h  w e r e  c l u s L e r e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  1 .  d i s t a n c e .  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  d u r a L i o n  o f
s l r y : 2 .  g r o u p s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a - L  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ; 3 .  p u s h / p u l l  c i r c u r n s t a n c e s ,  - L n t e r t e n -
i n g  o b s t a c l e s  o n  o p p o n t . u n i t i e s .  T h c s c  h y p o L h e s e s  a r e  t e s t e d  s e p a r a L e l y  a s  w e l l  a s
combined.
As  a  r esu l t  t he  va l i d i t y  o f  sone  t heo r i es  was  con f j - rmed :  mos t  m ig ra t i on  t ook
s h o r t  d i s L a n c e ,  m i g n a t i o n  p r o c e e d e d  s L e p  b y  s t e p  ( s p a u i a l  s L e p w i s e  a s  w e l l  a s
r r i e n a r c h i e a l  s l e n w i q e  j n  L h e  d i n e c L i o n  o l  h i o  e  i l - . i e s )  l l l o s t  n r i q n a n f q  w c n c  v o r r n o  a n d
c i n p l e .  M e n  m o v e d  l 6 1 1 o o r  d i s l . a n e e c  l l \ a n  h o n e n  a n d  f a m i l i e s .
F l o m  t h e  C r o n i n g e n  p o j n L  o l  v i e w ,  T  h a d  t o  r e [ u L e  L h e  U h e o r y  t h a t  p e o p l e  f r o m
l - h p  c o l ) n f . r v s i d e  m i  g r a t e d  n o r . e  t h a n  t h e  j . n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  c i t i e s .  M o s t  o f  t h e
Cnnn  i noen  i  - r i  onnn  t  q  Came  f r on l  c i t  i  eS  ,
D u r i n g  t h e  p e n t o d  1 8 7 0 - l 9 l O  t h e  l o n g - d i s t a n c e  m i g r a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  a s  w e l l  a s
L h e  h i e r a r c l r i c a l  s t e p w j s e  r n i g | a L j o n ,  T h e  c i L y  o f  C r o n i n g e n  w a s  t h e  l i n k  b e t w e e n  a
\ n r f h c r r  r F s i o n a l  m i s r n l  i o n - c v s f e m  a n . l  a  n a L i o n a l  o n e .
T w o  p h e n o m e n a  l u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  e x l n e n r e l y  i m p o r c a n L :
a \  l M i o n a t i n r r  s r <  h i o h l r r  i n F l r r o n n o r l  h v  f h p  h r r q i n o q q - c r z e  l e  I ) r r n i n o  l h a  r s F a r i A n
d a p n e s s i o n  -  a f t e r  l 8 8 0  -  i m m i g n a t i o n  s L a g n a t e d .  M o n e  i m m i g r a n t s  c a m e  f r o m  t h e
. o '  o h h n r r r i n q  r r r n  i  e i n a l i t  i e s .
b )  I I  i s  i m p o s s i b [ e  l o  s i m p l y  n r a k e  a  d i V i s i o n  b e t w e e n  i m n r i g l ' a t i o n  a n d  e m i g r a t i o n .
A 1 m o s t  h a l f  o f  L h e  i m m i g r a n t s  d i d  n o t .  s L a y  l o n g .  T h e y  c m i g r a L e d  w i L h i n  f l i v e  y e a r s ,
m o s t  o f l  t h e m  a f l e l  o r ) e  
- \ ' e a r .  I l o r e o r . e r ,  m u . h  o f  L h e  j n r m j g r a t i o n  w a s  r e m i g n a t i o n :
n o n n l a  n a f  i l n n a ^  t n  t h a  . i  I  r '  I  l \ a v  h r d  l n l - t  h o l - n n o  A  I  q n o o  n ' , . f  ^ f  t h a  o n  i  o n a f  i ^ n
a l s o  ! r a s  n e m i g r a t i o n :  l o r  i n s L a n c e  a  r t r L u n n  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  m u n j c i p a l i L y  w h e r e
c n e  w a s  b o r n .  S o n e t i i n e s  p e o p l e  c o n b i n e d  t h e s e  t v r o  m o v e D e n t s :  t h e y  c a m e  f r o n
A n , c i - e n d r m  f a  C n n n i n c o n  n n d  t h o n  l e f r  f n n  A n n r ' n r o d n m  T n  a n  c a n l i p r  q t a s a  i - h a v  h a d
l e f i  A n n i r p e d a m  t o  o o  f n  C r o n i n s e n  a n r J  1 - h p n  e n  i s n a l e d  f n  A n s t e n d a m .
T h e  n n n r  r p , i n .  o l -  G n o n i n o o .  o - ^ r L  ' . r ' l l e r  f a S t  d u e  t O  b i r t h s  a n d  i n r m i s l a f  i o n  i n
f e l a t i on  w i t h  t he  i nc rease  o f  cen t f a l  f unc t i ons .  As  a  r esu l t  o f  t h i s ,  mo re  houses
w e r e  n e e d e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  b y  L h e  l o w e r  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s ,  B u t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  r o o m  f o r
t hem,  The  f o r t r esses  kep t  t he  a rea ,  r dh i ch  cou ld  be  bu i l t .  on ,  unchanged  f o r  ages .
F o r t u n a t e l y  t l ) e  l o c a l  g o v c r r ) m e n t  w a s  a l l o w e d  t o  d e n l o L j s h  L h e  r a m p a t ' t s  j n  f 8 7 4 .
S o  t o w n p J a l n i n g  w a s  p o s s j b l e  f o r ' L i r e  l i l s l  t i n l e .  I ' h i s  i s  a n a l y s e d  i n  c h a p t e r
4 .  I n  t he  f i r s t  p l ace  t he  l oca l  e l i t e  p l anned  f o r  t hemse l ves .  An  expe rL  f r om The
H n o r r p  u r a q  o n o a o a r J  H p  d e q i o n o d  h r ' o r d  h n r r l e r r a r ' r l q  i n  h o  f n i n o ' a d  h r '  f l r e  l r r o e  h n r r q o <
o f  L h e  u p p e r  t e n .  N o t l t i n g  r n a s  p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e  L o r i e s t  c l a s s e s ,  w h o  h a d  t o  l i v e  o u L
o l  s i g h l  o f  f h e  e l i t e  i n  w h c f  b e c a m e  w o n k j n g  e L r s s  q u a r t e r s .  f h e n e  h e n e  h a r d l y  a n y
I . u . i ) d i r r g  l ' n g u l a l  i c , n s  l o n  t h F S e  a l ' e a s  a r ) d  t h p | c  w a s  a  l o L  o f  s p e c u l a t i o r r  g o i n g  o n  b y
l andowne rs  who  bu i l t  wo l k i ng  c l ass  houses  on  t he i r  l and ,
L j l t l e  1 4 a s  d o n e  h y  t h -  l r o r r s e  b u i J d i n g  a s s o . j a t i o n s  I o  i m p n o v e  h o u s i n g  f o r  t h e
l oh ,e l  s t r a ta .  The le  \ ' . e re  t h fee  o f '  t hem i n  t he  n i ne teen lh  cen tu r J ' ,  n ra i n l y  gove rned
r 1  t h a  l u c a l  e l i t e  \ i l r o  a l s o  p r n v i d c d  t l r p : I u n e y  r ) e e d e d .  T h e v  s o m e t i m e s  l r a d
1 ) r i L : n l l r r o p i e a l  r , n l  i \ F S ,  b u t  t l r e ; ' n l i o  h a n t c d  l o  m a k e  l h e i r  m o n e v  p a y .  S o  L h e y  d i d
' n l  r d  r i i  e e r , u i r e  l 3 1 1 6 1 1 , . o t . >  i n  t h e  l r o u - n s  L e c a r r s e  0 1 -  t h a i r .  l i t t l c  s n l v e n e v .  O n l r
one  co rpo fa t i on  -  he | kmanss te l r l r  -  o f f e red  houses  t o  peop le  w i t h  r ea l l y  l ow  i ncon res
r j i n ce  t he  l abou r  o fgan i sa t i on  pa l t i c i pa ted  i n  t he  boa rd  o f  t h i s  assoc ia t i on .
B v  f l r o  l r u n i n e r r c l  ( H o u s i n q  L a r t )  o f  l q O l  2  t h o  l o c a L  g o " ' e n t r n t e t t L  w a S  u r g e d  b y  t h e
\ x r i u n a l  ( i o v e r r . r n '  n t  r o  m : r k F  a  m o r e  e o r n p n e l r n l r s i v e  t o w n p l a n n i n g .  A  p L a n  w a s  m a d e  b y
J . H .  t r h r l o c x  H o r r r , - r '  n l r i c l r  r r r r s  p a l  l l y  l r - e l i z c d .  T l r -  [ t o n i n g r v p t  e v e n  m a d e  j t  e a s j e r  t o
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s ta r t  a  house  bu i l d i ng  assoc ia t i on .  The  money  l r as  p rov i ded  f o r  i n  advance  by  t he
Gove rnmen t .  So  Lwo  new  co rpo ra t i ons  wene  f ' ounded ,  bu t  t hey ' on l y  bu i l t  a  sn ra l l  pa r t
of  the tota l  amount of  houses that  \4rere needed.
f n  connec t i on  rd i t h  t he  bu i l d i ng  and  p l ann ing  ac t i v i t i e s ,  r emova l  s t a r t . ed  i n
va r i ous  d i r ec t i ons .  The  e l i t e  pa r t l y  l e l ' t  t he  t o l r n  cen t re  and  se t t l ed  down  i n  t he
b o u f e v a r d s  i n  t h e  S o u t h  o f  t h e  c i t y  a n d  i D  a n  e x c l u s i v e  q u a r t e r  i n  t h e  W e s t .  T h e
h o u s e s  L h e y  h a d  f e f t  w e r e  L r a n s f o r n : e d  i n t o  s h o p s  a n d  o f l i c e s .  T h e  L o w e l  c i v i ]  s e n -
van t s  and  some  sk i l l ed  l abou re rs  r en ted  t he  houses  f r om the  bu i l d i ng  assoc ia t i ons .
T h e  h o u s e s  t h e s e  p e o p l e  v a c a t e d ,  w e r e  L i r e  o n J y  o n e s  m o s L  i m m i g r a n t  l a n r i l j e s  c o u l d
a f l o r d  t o  l i v e  i n .  A s  a  r e s u l L ,  i n  l ! 1 4  t h e n e  v J e r e  s e p a n a L e  q u a r t e r s  f o r  L h e  d i t -
f e ren t  c l asses  i n  soc ie t y  wh i l e  i n  t he  o l d  f o r t . i f i ca ted  t own  t hey  had  a l - 1  l l ved
together.
Pub f i c  hea l t h  was  no t  o f  much  conce fD  t o  t he  e1 i t e .  Mos t  o f  t he  measu res  t hey
took  we re  i n t ended  t o  i so l a te  bea re r s  o f  i n f ec t i ous  d i seases ,  who  we re  ma in l y  men -
b e r s  o f  t h e  l o w e s t  c l a s s .  A s  i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  c h a p t e r  5 ,  a  r e g i o n a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h
c o u n s e l ,  w h i c h  e x i s t e d  { " n o m  1 8 6 !  u n l i  |  1 9 0 2  d j d  n o t .  r e s u l t .  i n  m u c h .  Y e t  t h e  p r e s i -
d o n t  w a s  L .  A I i  C o h e n ,  a  f a m o u s  h y g i e n i s t .
The  Counse l - s  sec re ta r y  was  S .  S r .  Co rone l  who  was  even  more  f amous .  A f t e r  a l l
a  f ew  measu res  we re  t aken  w i t h  a  pos i t i ve  e f f ec t  on  t he  hea l t h  s i t ua t i on ,  The  mos t
important  one r ,vas the founding of  the water company,  which was f inanced by pr ivate
e n t e r p r i s e ,  0 n l y  w h e n  t h i s  e n L e n p n i s e  p r o v e d  t o  b e  p n o f i t a b l e .  t . h e  l o c a l
au tho r i t i e s  t r i ed  t o  t ake  i t  ove r .
The  Gezondhe idswe t  (Pub l i c  Hea l t h  Law)  o f  1 !01  a l t e l ed  t he  s i t ua t i on .  Fo l ced
a o a i n  h v  i h e  G o v F r n n a n r  f h p  m r r n i c i n a l i t v  h a d  l o  r e s l r l a f F  m l r c h  m o n c .  T h e v  h n d  f . o
e s L a b l i s h  a  l o c a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  c o m n t i s s i o n  f o r  a d v i s o r y  L a s k s .  T h e  m e d i c a l  p o o n
rel ief  was amel iorated and more houses got  conder ined.  But  the author i t ies t r ied to
reduce the cost  of  i t  as much as they cou1d.
Mos t  o f  t he  money  spen t  on  pub l i c  hea l t h  wen t  t o  t he  new  Academic  l l o sp i t a l ,
w l r i ch  opcned  i n  1 !01 .  A ro r rnd  lB lO  peop le  d i d  noL  have  mucb  con f i dence  i n  hosp i t a l s .
T h e v  n r e f e r r c d  n r r n q i n o  a l  h o m c  A  h n q n i i r l  ^ ^  ^ - .  : - - t  i t r t - i o n  f o r  f h e  n o o rr r r L J  y l L r  o f r r S  u r  r r v c y f L d t  w d 5  s c E r r  d s  d r r  r r r s  u r r c  y v L
t o  d i e  i n .  A f t e r  1 9 0 0  L h i s  o p i n i o n  c h a n g e d  c o r r r p l e L e l y .  V y  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t s -
professi<;ns of  the Acadenr ic Hospi ta l  showed, that  at  that  t ime also members of  the
e l i t e  r , r en t  t o  t he  hosp i t a l ;  even  doc to r s  d i d .  Many  peop le  go t  cu red  and  re l a t i ve l y
few died there.
An analysis is  a lso made of  the causes of  death,  There was a decl ine in deaths
by epidemic diseases and by infect ions of  the respiratory-  and digest ive organs.  As
only a few epidemic diseases rea11y disappeared something must have happened to the
c o n s L i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p L e ,  l t l o s t  d i s e a s e s  o c c u r e d  a s  m u c h  a s  b e f o r e  b u t  p e o p l e  d i d
no t  d i e  o f  t hem anyno re .
So  my  conc lus i on  rnus t  be  t ha t  Lhe  res i s t ance  imp roved  t hanks  t o  i nc reas ing
p r o s p e r i t y .  T h e  r i s e  i n  t h e  s L a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  r e s u l t e d  i n  b e t t e r  l i v i n g  c o n d i -
t i ons ,  pub l i c  as  we l f  as  p r i va te .
The  bu i l d -up  o f  t he  soc ia l  s t r uc tu re  and  t he  cou rse  o f  m ig ra t i on  i nd i ca te ,
wha t  t he  econom ic  s t r uc tu re  mus t  have  l ooked  f i ke .  Chap te r  6  i s  ded i ca ted  t o  t h i s
ma t t e r .
A b o u t  5 0 %  o f  t h e  v r o r k i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e s  s e c t o r .
Popu la r  p ro fess i ons  we re  wa rehouse -  and  s to rehouseman ,  shopass i s t an t  and  se rva -n t .
t r l any  immig ran t s  we re  wo rk i ng  i n  t hese  p roFess ions .  Du r i ng  t he  ag ra r i an  dep ress ion
the  cheap  immig ran t  l abou r  f o r ce  pa r t l y  supe rseded  t he  heads  o f  t he  f am i l i es ,  i n  a
number  o f  p ro fess i ons .  S ince  t he  pe rcen tage  o f  t he  se l f - emp loyed  among  t hem a l so
dropped considerabfy,  the heads of  the fami l ies had a hard t ime dur ing the agrar ian
dep ress ion .
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The course of  the depression and i ts  durat lon has been deduced f rom a number
of  indicators:  bankruptc ies,  annual  reports of  the Chamber of  Commerce and surveys
^ f  n | i  r n ^ r  i n n  t n  f n n o  i  o n  ^ ^ r r n l  r -  i  o c
I n  i n d u s t r y  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  w a g e - e a n n e r s  i n c r e a s e d  a s  w e L 1 .  H o w e v e r  n o  s h i f t
took place in the dispersing of  employment over the sma11 craf t -enterpr ises on the
one  hand ,  and  Lhe  f ac toc i es  and  Lhe  l a rge  c ra f l - en te rpn i ses  on  t he  oLhe r .  The  ra t i o
n e m a i n e d  l : ] .  A l L e r  1 8 9 0  t h e  i n c n e a s e  i n  t h e  n L r m b e r  o f  f a c L o r i e s  c a m e  t o  a
s L o n d s t i l l ,  S L i l t  o l d  o n e s  d i s a p p e a r e d  1 o  n a k e  c o o m  l o r  n e ! {  o n e s ,  s o  t h e  n u m b e r  o f
e rn l nvecq  ne r  l ae l - o r v  i ncneaSed ,
Y e L  n o  r e a l  l a r g e  b u s i n e s s  c a m e  i n t o  e x i s L e n c e  i n  C n o n i n g e n .  I n  l ! ' 1 0  t h e r e
we re  on l y  l 3  en te rp r i ses  w i t h  mo re  t han  l 0  emp loye r : s  and  on l y  I  had  more  t han  a  l - 00
e r n p - L o y e e s .  T h e s e  h e r . e  L h e  n t u n i c i p a l  g a s f  a c t o r y ,  L l l e  r e a d y - r n a d e  c l o t - h i n g  f  a c L o r y
f r on r  Re in i e r  MuL le r  and  Lhe  Fongens '  c yc l ewo rks ,  The  l ange  en te rp r i ses  wene  ma in l y
concentrated on a few branches of  industry that  acquired a superregional  importance
and  j n  wh i ch  t he  soc ia l  mob i l i t y  pnoved  t o  be  t he  l a rges t .  These  en te l ' p r i ses  we re :
a )  p n i n t i n g  o f { " i c e s .  w i L h  J . B .  W o l  L e r s  a s  L h e  m a i n  e x p o n e n [ ;
b )  t he  ready -made  c l oLh ing  i ndus f r y ,  whene  t he  wo l kshop -s - \ ' s t em was  i n t noduced ;
n \  t h a  n r r n l a - m a n ' , C q . f , * -  '  J I ' 1 n g ;
d )  s o m e  p a r L s  o f  t h e  t ' o o d -  e n  s t i m u l a n t - i n d u s t r y ,  s u c h  a s  t o b a c c o  p r o c e s s j n g ,
c o f f e e - r o a s t i n g  f a c L o n i e s ,  m e a t s - f a b r i ( : a I i o n  a n d  t h e  m a n u f a c L u r i n g  a n d  r e l i n i n g
o f  sL l ga r .
A  s u g a r -  a n d  m o l a s s e s  f a c t o L y  w a s  t h ( )  o n l y  f a c l o r y  o f  L h e  S c h o l L e n - f l j r m  L h a t
c t n o d  i n  t h o  r i l v  n l  G n o n i n p ' e n .  T h c i n  h o a d o l l i c e  w a s  s i t u a t c d  L h e r e  a s  w e l - I .  I t i l L e r
Albert  and his son Jan Evert  Schol ten were by far  the most prominent industr iaf is ts
i n  t - h e  c i t y  a n d  t h e  n e g i o n .  T h e y  h a d  m o n e  t h a n  l 0  f a c L o l ' i e s  i n  t h e  G r o n i n g e n
Veen ro lon i t i n  ( pea t - co lon ies )  and  abnoad .  I t l o s t  o f  t hem \de re  r r sed  f l o r  t he  manu fac tu r -
i n g  o f  p o l a t o - f l l o u n .  b u t  s L n a \ r - b o a r d ,  s u g a n  a r r d  d a j n y  p r o d u c t s  w e r e  p r o d u c e d  a s
v r e 1 I .  T h e  S c h o l t e n  l a m i l y  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  v i n L u a l l y  e v e r y  i n i L i a t i v e  i n  l h e
econon i c  o r  soc i a l - cu1 tu ra l  f i e l d .
M o s L  o f  L h e  p r o m i n e n t  e m p l o J ' e r s ,  l i k e  S c h o l L e n ,  c a m e  f r o m  o u t s i d e  o f  L o w n i
f r eq r . r en t l y  even  f r om ab road .  Th i s  f ac t  made  i t  ha rd  f o r  t hem to  r a i se  f unds .  The
G r o n i n g e n  w e l l - t o - d o  r a l h e r  i l r v e s l e d  L h e i n  m o n e y  i n  I a n d  o r  S L a t . e - b o n d s  a n d
r a i f r n a y - s h a r e s .  A r o r r n d  1 8 7 0  b a n k i n g  h a d  h a r d l y  d e v c l o p e d ,  b u L  w o u l d  l a L e r  m e e t  w i t . h
2  c n o c f a e r r l e n  o l n u r l h  H n u e r r o n  l n r .  w n n l z i n ' "  n e n i l a l  l h a  a m n l n r r a n c  u r o n a  m e i n l r r  n n m -
n iL ted  l o  t he l r  r e l a t i ves  and  pe : ' sona l  f o r : t une .
S i n c e  m o s L  e n t e n p | i s e s  w e r e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  s i l i a l l ,  L h e  s t e a m  e n g i n e  p l a y e d  a
m i n o r  r o f e  i n  t h c  G r o n i n g e n  i n d u s L n y  c o m p a r e d  t o  L h e  g a s -  a n d  t h e  e l e c t r i c  e n g i n e .
T h o  m a n r r f a n r r r n i n o  n f  - - , .  ^ ^ i  ^ l ^ ^ F F i ^ i r , , , , . a q  n n n r r i r l a d  f n n  h . r  t h a  n r r n i n i n o l i f r r  i t -u r \ J r  , " b  u r  t i d s  d r r u  c r v l L '  r L r  L J  h ( t 5  p r u \  u . )  L r r r  r , r u , r t \  r y q r  I  u J  f  !
s e l f  a n d  n o t ,  a s  i n  s o  r n a n y  o t l r e r  c i t i e s ,  l e f t  l o  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e .  I n  t h i s  \ d a y
the  cons ide r -ab le  p ro l i t s  f f owed  j . n t o  t he  : n r rn i c i pa l  t r easu r - ) ' .
The  co rn  t r ade  had  a  p ro rn i nen t  pos i t i on  i n  t he  se rv i ces  sec to r .  Mo re  i n  t he
s i z e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  -  g r a n e r i e s ,  c o r n - e x e h a n g e  -  t h a n  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  e m p . l o y e e s ,
T h a  n a r a i l  r  n q d a  l z o n l  r , n a o  u r i r h  t l r o  o n n u t h  ^ { -  t h a  r i r r r  T h o  f i r c l  d 6 n r r i m o n f  c f ^ r a c6 r u s L . L  t r L J .  r r r s  ' r ' J L  u r v u r
c a n e  t o  t . h e  c i t y  c e n i  r e ,  r : r a i n I l r  t l r o s e  u h - i c h  d e a l t  i n  c l o t h e s  a n d  f a n c y  a r L i c l e s .
T h e  r e g i o n a l  c e r ) L n e  p o s j t i o n  o f  G | u n i n g e n  a n d  L h e  c o n n e c t i o n  r r i L h  a  n a t i o n a l
c i t y  n c t w o r k  w a s  c o m p l e L e l y  r e F l ( j c L e d  i n  L h e  r u n  o f  L h e  n a i - L w a y  L r a c k s ,  n h i c h  w e r e
consL ruc ted  a round  1870 .  The  d i gg ing  o f  t . he  Eemskanaa l  t . o  De l f z i j l  was  an  a t t emp t
t o  i nc rease  t he  ro fe  o f  C ron ingen  as  a  se€ Ipo r t ,  bu t  i t  s t i l l  was  De l f z i j I  t ha t  t . ook
L h e  c r e d i L .  H o w e v e r ' ,  a  n u m b e r .  o f  i m p o r t a n L  s t e a m s h i p  I  i n e s  w i t h  L h e  R a n d s t a d ,
Bremen and Hanburg were real ised.
L a r g e  f a c l o r i e s  a n d  l a r g e  s c a l e  i n d u s t r y  i n  i t s e L f  w e r e  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  r a t h e n
than the ru le in Groningen before 1!14.  Dur ing the whole per iod most employment was
t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e s  s e c t o r  a n d  i n  t h e  c r a f t  i n d u s t r y ,  I f  a n  i n d u s t r i a l
r e v o l l r l j o n  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  L h e  N e t l ) e r l a n d s  j n  l h i s  p o r i o d  L h e n  a t  a n y  r a t e  i t  t r a s  n o t
s i  t u1  I  ed  i  n  Cnun  i  ngen  .
